SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
by Scott E. Payne, Superintendent

The beginning of the second semester is quickly approaching, and we can’t help but look back and see
how the efforts of so many people are coming together. Pine Valley is an exciting place to be a student.
We are using technology differently than we have in the past, and our students are being exposed to
innovative practices in learning together, too!
We know that teaching and learning simply has to evolve from the way that many of us were taught as
children. The workplace our children will enter is going to be a vastly different experience in the future
than we have prepared children for in the past. In fact, most of the jobs our children will hold have not
even been invented yet. Employers are calling for workers who can problem solve and collaborate. The
workplace is no longer centered around how much we have memorized, but how workers can take
information and work together in teams to capitalize on that.
To that end, Pine Valley teachers have been working since the summer with teachers from two other
districts and Erie 2 BOCES engaged in instructional strategies referred to as Personalized Learning.
What is Personalized Learning? It is a way to make learning fit each individual student’s needs.
This type of instruction varies from the traditional model. This means that teaching to a whole group of
students with a lecture is becoming a thing of the past. Students are instead provided choice around a
central learning objective.
In Personalized Learning, teachers help guide students to make choices within their learning that allows
the opportunity to work independently, collaboratively or with direct teacher instruction. Students can
watch a video on the topic. Or perhaps they are downloading and reading articles on the learning
objective. Structured group or other independent activities may be designed to create more interactive
engagement allowing for opportunities of direct instruction in a smaller group to take place. These choices
can occur simultaneously in one class period…or be provided in various models across several class periods
or a week.
Here’s an example: a third grade teacher is teaching her students how to multiply numbers. The objective
is to learn how to multiply. Students can achieve this objective in a variety of ways: 1) working individually
using an app on an iPad; 2) working in a small group playing a game; 3) working in a small group with
direct instruction from the teacher. All three of these options can be occurring at the same time in the
classroom! How is it determined which method to use for each student? Through assessment and the
teacher’s knowledge of the student’s learning style.
What happens in Personalized Learning is a dynamic change for our teachers. They move from a
traditional lecturer imparting knowledge that students are to memorize and regurgitate on a test down
the road to a hands‐on facilitator who engages students deeply in the learning. This allows them to check
for understanding, monitor and adjust the experiences and provide rich feedback to the students. This
allows students to practice the skills of thinking critically while working independently as well as
collaboratively…exactly the skills employers tell us they want our next generation of workers to have.
Personalized Learning is exploding as a cutting‐edge educational initiative across the nation. A group of
Pine Valley teacher leaders attend regular training and is providing turnkey training to their colleagues.
The effect is a faculty that is learning together to have a district‐wide impact to prepare our students for
the future!

It is a pleasure to congratulate the following students for their achievements in the arts and athletics!
 Congratulations to the following students who were inducted into the Sr. High National Honor
Society on November 17th: Juniors: Kahlen Green and Destiny Gullo; Sophomores: Dawson Chase,
Katelyn Miller, Daniel Milliman, Madison Mosher and Malori Waag.
 Congratulations to the Pine Valley girls’ soccer team (95.24), girls’ volleyball team (92.49) and boys’
soccer team (90.34) on being recognized as Section VI Scholar Athlete Teams for the fall 2016
season. (Varsity teams who earn a 90.0% or higher average during their sport season qualify for the
NYSPHSAA award.)
 Congratulations to the boys varsity soccer team on winning Pine Valley’s first league title in this
sport and on winning the Section VI Class D championship!
 Congratulations to Tyler West who was named to the All‐WNY Small School Boys Soccer Team and
chosen as the Post Journal Player of the Year.
 Congratulations to Dylan Chase who was chosen for the Post Journal Boys Soccer All Star Team.
 Congratulations to Gilberto Ortiz who was named to the All‐WNY Football Academic Team.
 Congratulations to Fall Sports All Stars:
Boys Soccer CCAA Central Division
MVP: Tyler West
1st Team: Dylan Chase, Matt Carpenter, Dana Jenkins
2nd Team: Jacob Blair, Colton Colburn, Sam Linenfelser, Zach Mansfield
Honorable Mention: Dawson Chase, Makiah Snyder, Mike Martin, Bayley Finch
Coach of the Year: Dave Pihlblad
Gowanda/PV Football Class C South
1st Team: Gilberto Ortiz (Linebacker) and League Sportsmanship Award
2nd Team: Robert Clutter (Offensive Line)
Gowanda/PV football received the Division Sportsmanship Award
Girls Volleyball CCAA West Division
Honorable Mention: Zoe Nelson
Pine Valley received the CCAA West Girls Volleyball Team Sportsmanship Award
Girls Soccer CCAA Central Division
2nd Team: Haley Campbell
Honorable Mention: Cassie Kelly

